
Centennial Public School - November Newsletter 

 
Message from the principal 

Dear Parent(s)/Guardian(s) and the Centennial Community, 

October has been an exciting month for student learning and fun. Students have taken fall 

walks around our yard to get exercise and enjoy the fall weather. They have worked on a 

variety of Halloween art and story writing activities. They continue to make math come to life 

in their classrooms through the solving of real world math problems. They continue to 

explore social issues, using their voices to express their thoughts and feelings regarding real 

world problems. It has been a pleasure to watch students transform this month, feeling more 

settled, comfortable and engaged in school.  We have become used to our new Covid 

protocols and safety measures. With that, I’d like to take a moment to thank all families for 

their support, patience and understanding as we work through these new procedures and 

guidelines together. Wishing you all a wonderful end of fall. 

Take care and thank you,  

 Jenny Dewan  

Principal, Centennial Public School 

 



Upcoming November Dates: 

 

November 1st: Turn your clocks back at 2am (Daylight Savings Time ends) 

November 8th: National Aboriginal Veteran’s Day 

November 11th: Remembrance Day (School is open) 

November 14th: Diwali 

November 20th: Progress Reports (available through the online portal) 

November 26th: Parent Teacher Interviews (pm) (Information to come- online/phone) 

 

School News: 

 

 

Progress Reports 

Progress report cards will be available as of November 20th through the OCDSB parent portal. 

If you do not have an account you must go to the parent portal: 

https://ocdsb.ca/cms/one.aspx?portalid=55478&pageid=32536398 to create one. 

Please ensure we have your updated email address so that when you go to create an account 

your email is linked with our system. If your email is not up to date in our system please 

contact the office to ensure it is updated prior to the 20th.  

 

 

 

https://ocdsb.ca/cms/one.aspx?portalid=55478&pageid=32536398


 

Virtual Support Continue 

If your child is required to be absent more than 3 consecutive days please reach out to your 

child’s teacher to find out about unique opportunities to keep engaged in the learning. 

Should a classroom be closed, due to COVID (OPH direction), please know that learning will 

continue with your child’s teacher remotely. We are prepared to flip back and forth with your 

child[ren] as needed.  

 

 



Parent Teacher Interviews: 

Parent teacher interviews will take place the evening of November 26th, 2020. Please save 

the date. Teachers will be reaching out to you directly regarding the sign up. If you have any 

questions/concerns please do not hesitate to reach out to your child’s teacher directly. The 

interviews are slated for 15 minutes. 

 

 

 

Halloween at Centennial 

We had a great time celebrating Halloween together. Student and staff costumes filled the 

school. A big thank you to the Ottawa Senators who sponsored our primary classes providing 

them with Sens bags including: masks, hand sanitizer, as well as some Halloween goodies. 

Within our classes students were working hard on their Halloween art, story writing and 

math activities.  Student’s hard work can be seen throughout the school, helping to create a 

fun learning atmosphere for all to enjoy.  

 



 

Remembrance Day 

We have a special Google Meet Assembly planned for all our students this year. The assembly 

will include a keynote speaker, a reading of In Flanders Fields by John McCrae by Ms. Taylor’s 

class. A special presentation by Ms. Schedler’s grade 2 class and a slide show of 

artwork/Wreaths made by all classes.  A special thanks to Ms. Taylor and Ms. Schedler for 

helping to organize this year’s event.  In order to ensure safety of all students and staff we 

are not offering the purchase of poppies this year. Should you wish to donate, Here is a link to 
the Canadian Legion website if you choose to donate. 
 

 

National Aboriginal Veterans Day 

We continue to educate our students and community about National Aboriginal Veterans 

Day. The Federal Government established National Aboriginal Veterans Day on November 8, 

1994 to honor the thousands of First Nation, Inuit, and Metis Veterans who were not 

https://www.legion.ca/remembrance/the-poppy-campaign/donate-to-the-poppy-fund
https://www.legion.ca/remembrance/the-poppy-campaign/donate-to-the-poppy-fund
https://www.legion.ca/remembrance/the-poppy-campaign/donate-to-the-poppy-fund


recognized in Remembrance Day activities. It is now celebrated in many communities across 

Canada. 

Over 12,000 Indigenous people are estimated to have volunteered in all three wars, including 

7,000 First Nation members and approximately 300 died during these conflicts. In 1995 the 

first wreaths to honour Aboriginal Veterans were laid at the National War Monument. 

First Nation were exempt from conscription because there were not considered citizens of 

Canada (they were also unable to vote), but many volunteered along with Metis, Inuit and 

non-Status despite the challenges they faced, including traveling long distances from remote 

communities to enlist, learning a new language (english) and coping with racism against 

them. They did not have the right to obtain other benefits available to non-Aboriginal 

Veterans due to the Indian Act restrictions. 

Indigenous people were not allowed to join the Canadian Air Force until 1942. Both men and 

women enlisted, serving as soldiers, nurses and in other roles. Many served with distinction, 

winning medals for bravery in action. 

Today Indigenous people continue to serve in Canada’s Armed Forces. 

Information for National Aboriginal Day 2020 



 

Math is Everywhere! 

Around our school there are several dedicated bulletin board displays geared to promoting 

our school’s Math is Everywhere movement! We are encouraging students and staff to 

recognize the math in everyday life situations. This video below, developed by the Ministry of 

Education, helps to provide parents with some understanding around the new math 

curriculum https://vimeo.com/426386575.  There are three targeted areas within the 4 year 

ministry plan.  They are: improving student performance in Math, help students to solve 

everyday math problems and support learners  by increasing their employability, attaining 

skills required to ensure their success in the jobs of tomorrow. At Centennial our focus is not 

only to achieve these goals but to increase student confidence in Mathematics. Therefore we 

have increased our support to classes in the area of Mathematics, and we continue to offer 

staff additional training and professional development in their implementation of the new 

math curriculum. We encourage parents to engage with their children about math by asking 

them to solve day to day problems such as: how much change you should get at a store? 

Which is heavier, the milk or the juice? What is the better value? What is tax? How much tax 

do you need to pay on an item in Ontario? How can I make $1.00 from quarters? Any time 

you engage your child[ren] in this math talk you help them to recognize the purpose of math 

far extends our classrooms.  

 

https://vimeo.com/426386575


 

The Weather is Changing 

We are preparing our hallways and lockers for the change in seasons. In order to maintain 

strict safety standards we are working hard to plan for the winter months. Starting Monday 

November 9th students will be able to hang up their jackets and put their boots either in their 

lockers or on their hooks. Lockers/hooks will be carefully assigned and spaced out to ensure 

safe distancing continues. Please note that the only items allowed to be left in lockers or 

hook areas will be indoor shoes. All other items will continue to be sent home each night. 

Thank you in advance for your support.  

 

 

Equity, Diversity and Inclusion 



Our Equity and Diversity team has been fast at work updating the Equity and Diversity 

Bulletin Board and engaging in conversations around increasing awareness and personal bias. 

At our last staff meeting we discussed the book The Innocent Classroom by Alexs Pate. This 

book discusses ways to dismantle racial bias to support students of color.  Regardless of 

COVID restrictions, we continue to seek out creative ways to obtain student voice around the 

topics of Equity, Diversity and Inclusion. If you would please take the time to speak to your 

child[ren] about bias, racism and diversity it would help to further our conversations. If you 

are hearing of any concerns please encourage your child[ren] to come forward, their voice 

matters! Thank you for your partnership in supporting all students, we welcome feedback.  

 

 

 

School Council 

On October 13, 2020, the School Council held its first meeting of the year. Outgoing President 

Liz McDermott and outgoing Treasurer Aaron Gordon were thanked for their dedication and 

service these past few years. A new president was chosen, Wendy Saschenbrecker-Tang and 

Liz McDermott kindly took the position of Treasurer this year. Several other members were 

returning as Council members at large. The upcoming meeting of the School Council will be 

held on November 10 at 7:00PM where there will be updates from the Principal and also a 

key discussion to determine the priorities and activities of the council for the coming year. All 

are welcome to join us in this meeting, whether you can come to one or more meetings you 

are welcome. In order to access our November 10th meeting please use the following link: 

meet.google.com/vge-wdse-jjd    we look forward to seeing you there! We continue to look for ideas 

on how to engage all parents, especially in this pandemic context, please drop in ready to 

share! 



 

 

Physical Education Equipment 

Starting this month classes will be allowed to access gym equipment for their Physical 

Education classes.  We have developed a rotating schedule for equipment use so each class 

will have a set of equipment for one week and rotate the equipment they use on a weekly 

basis. This will allow time for disinfecting equipment between each use and also having 

equipment rest between the use of classes.  Thanks to the kindness and generosity of a 

community member, we will be ordering brand new soccer balls for use in our Physical 

Education classes this year. Soccer balls seem to  be a preferred piece of equipment 

particularly for our junior students. Although they will be allowed for use in the gym, there is 

still no approval for use of such equipment at recesses. Therefore, at this time we continue to 

ask families to keep equipment at home and not to bring things to school for use at recesses.  

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

Centennial Breakfast Program is back! 



Centennial Public School’s Breakfast Program is back up and running and so far as successful 

as ever.  A friendly reminder that our breakfast program looks a little different this year as it 

is not a sit down breakfast. Students who need breakfast are to come to the parking lot doors 

between 8:30-8:45 to meet with Ms. Helena to pick up their bagged breakfast. They then 

head to their regular before school designated location on the yard or their classroom if 

inclement weather.  Students will be able to eat at these locations. We ask that students 

ensure all garbage is put into their school bags and brought home each day. If you have any 

questions/concerns regarding the breakfast program please do not hesitate to contact the 

office.  
 
 
 

 

Ottawa Public Health has developed an online COVID-19 Screening Tool for 
Students. This tool will help parents and guardians make decisions about whether or not 

their child/children can attend school (In Person). This tool should be completed daily before 

attending school. Please note that no personal information is requested when completing the 

assessment. More details are available on the Ottawa Public Health website. 
 

http://track.spe.schoolmessenger.com/f/a/QPyAytDoKQ4tbBSCDwRsPA~~/AAAAAQA~/RgRhKTAXP0RzaHR0cHM6Ly9zZWN1cmVmb3Jtcy5vdHRhd2FwdWJsaWNoZWFsdGguY2EvU2Nob29sLUhlYWx0aC1TYW50ZS1zY29sYWlyZS9DT1ZJRC0xOS1TY3JlZW5pbmctVG9vbC1mb3ItU3R1ZGVudHM_bGFuZz1lblcHc2Nob29sbUIKAEiX_EdfoVN2OFIXbm9idWtvLnNha3VyYWlAb2Nkc2IuY2FYBAAAAAI~
http://track.spe.schoolmessenger.com/f/a/QPyAytDoKQ4tbBSCDwRsPA~~/AAAAAQA~/RgRhKTAXP0RzaHR0cHM6Ly9zZWN1cmVmb3Jtcy5vdHRhd2FwdWJsaWNoZWFsdGguY2EvU2Nob29sLUhlYWx0aC1TYW50ZS1zY29sYWlyZS9DT1ZJRC0xOS1TY3JlZW5pbmctVG9vbC1mb3ItU3R1ZGVudHM_bGFuZz1lblcHc2Nob29sbUIKAEiX_EdfoVN2OFIXbm9idWtvLnNha3VyYWlAb2Nkc2IuY2FYBAAAAAI~
http://track.spe.schoolmessenger.com/f/a/QPyAytDoKQ4tbBSCDwRsPA~~/AAAAAQA~/RgRhKTAXP0RzaHR0cHM6Ly9zZWN1cmVmb3Jtcy5vdHRhd2FwdWJsaWNoZWFsdGguY2EvU2Nob29sLUhlYWx0aC1TYW50ZS1zY29sYWlyZS9DT1ZJRC0xOS1TY3JlZW5pbmctVG9vbC1mb3ItU3R1ZGVudHM_bGFuZz1lblcHc2Nob29sbUIKAEiX_EdfoVN2OFIXbm9idWtvLnNha3VyYWlAb2Nkc2IuY2FYBAAAAAI~
http://track.spe.schoolmessenger.com/f/a/QPyAytDoKQ4tbBSCDwRsPA~~/AAAAAQA~/RgRhKTAXP0RzaHR0cHM6Ly9zZWN1cmVmb3Jtcy5vdHRhd2FwdWJsaWNoZWFsdGguY2EvU2Nob29sLUhlYWx0aC1TYW50ZS1zY29sYWlyZS9DT1ZJRC0xOS1TY3JlZW5pbmctVG9vbC1mb3ItU3R1ZGVudHM_bGFuZz1lblcHc2Nob29sbUIKAEiX_EdfoVN2OFIXbm9idWtvLnNha3VyYWlAb2Nkc2IuY2FYBAAAAAI~
http://track.spe.schoolmessenger.com/f/a/QPyAytDoKQ4tbBSCDwRsPA~~/AAAAAQA~/RgRhKTAXP0RzaHR0cHM6Ly9zZWN1cmVmb3Jtcy5vdHRhd2FwdWJsaWNoZWFsdGguY2EvU2Nob29sLUhlYWx0aC1TYW50ZS1zY29sYWlyZS9DT1ZJRC0xOS1TY3JlZW5pbmctVG9vbC1mb3ItU3R1ZGVudHM_bGFuZz1lblcHc2Nob29sbUIKAEiX_EdfoVN2OFIXbm9idWtvLnNha3VyYWlAb2Nkc2IuY2FYBAAAAAI~


 
 

Parent Portal 

Please check out the Parent Portal on the ocdsb.ca website for the latest COVID and Parent 

news updates. The link is: 

https://www.ocdsb.ca/cms/One.aspx?portalId=55478&pageId=55500 

Our Centennial webpage is also regularly updated with our latest Centennial news. The link to 

our website is as follows: https://centennialps.ocdsb.ca/ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.ocdsb.ca/cms/One.aspx?portalId=55478&pageId=55500


 

  

 

  

 

 

 

 


